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 - Take your 2x10 and 2x12 boards and cut them to the length you want your table 
to be. I cut mine to 82 and then trimmed them down to 80 so that the edges were 
flush. Make sure to alternate the 12” and 10” boards.
 - Use either dowel rods and wood glue or pocket holes to secure the planks to-
gether. If using dowels, drill dowel holes two inches from far edges and use a total 
of five for each board. If using pocket holes, make sure to drill them all on what 
you want the bottom of the table to be (so they won’t show when you’re finished. )
 - The pocket holes will probably be a little more secure unless you’re super good 
with dowels and they are way easier, less measuring. You can get a pocket hole jig 
and starter kit for $40 from Lowe’s.
 - Since I used dowels and wood glue to secure the sides of the boards, I set it up on 
its side and leaned it on a wall so the table would dry with pressure on the dowels.

 - Use the same method to secure your 2x8 
boards, that should measure 41” each, to the 
end of the boards. My breadboards measured 
41” but you should definitely measure the 
width of your table before cutting.

3  - Decide on a height for your table. I picked 29” for mine. The table will 
look best if you use untreated 4x4s for the legs but those are hard to find 
at Lowe’s and Home Depot but that’s what I’ve got here in Tupelo. I used 
dowels and wood glue to secure two 2x4s to make my legs. 
 - Once you have your legs cut to the right height, make a notch in the 
top of each leg that is 3.5” tall and 1.5” wide and 1.5” deep (because 2x4s 
aren’t really 2x4s).  This will hold the skeleton of the table. 
 - Make sure the cuts are facing each other so that the cuts on the four 
legs would touch if placed together. The cut is on the inside corner. 
There should also be a 1.5” x 3.5” cut all the way across the inside of the 
leg. This will hold a support beam.

4 - Make sure the four legs are arranged so that the top cut is on the inside 
corner for each leg. 
 - Measure and cut two boards to be the width support boards for your 
table. If youre table top is 41” wide, the width of your supports should be 
something like 37” or 38”. Once you cut those, find the center of those 
boards and cut a notch into the top that will hold your runner board as 
shown in the picture to the left. The cut should be 3.5” wide and in the 
axact center of the board (find the center and cut 1.75” to either side.” 
 - Use your pocket jig to secure the boads to the legs so they are facing 
in.



 - Now we’ll build the skeleton of the table frame. If you’re table is 92” like 
mine, you’ll want the frame to come in at about 86” or 87”.  Cut your two long 
frame boards.
 - Now decide your width. To do this, since I’m bad at math, I placed my long 
supports into the slots on the to of the legs and then measured the space be-
tween where the width support will fit. Cut four width boards.
 - Use pocket holes to secure the width boards between the frame boards, two 
screws for each joint. 
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6 - Mount the frame inside of the table legs. If you measured corretly it will fit 
nice and snug. I put some wood glue on the corners and then drilled some 
pocket holes and sunk screws from the outside of the length and width boards 
into the sides of the legs.
 - Now that you have the table set up, measure the length between the two bot-
tom width supports. This is where your runner will go. 
 - Before you add anything else, drill some pocket holes on the inside of your 
skeleton so that you can attach the table top with the frame.

From here you must sand until you never want to sand again and then sand a little more. Then you must 
stain, stain again and then stain again.

Once you have stained the entire thing, coat it in polyurethane a few times. 

Now you can take your three peices into the dining room and attach them. (If you attach them all outside 
they probably won’t fit through your door and are SUPER heavy).


